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Documentation Review Protocol for Head Start Programs 
(See Star Rating Readiness Checklist for Head Start Programs for additional information on aligned Head Start Performance Standards and Acts and required documentation) 

The following documentation requirements apply to Head Start programs seeking a 
3, 4, or 5-Star Rating from Grow NJ Kids. Based on the findings from Office of Head 
Start (OHS) Monitoring Reviews by Grow NJ Kids Rating, additional documentation 
may be required to demonstrate evidence of meeting Grow NJ Kids standards and 
meeting points requirements for the requested Star Rating. Please see “Additional 
Documentation to Meet Grow NJ Kids Star Rating Requirements” on page 4 of this 
document.  

Head Start programs must submit the following documentation to 
Kids Rating:   

- Most recent (within last five 
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Category 1: Safe, H
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Requirements for Star Ratings 

Star Rating ERS (ECERS-3/ITERS-3) 
Implementation of Curriculum (GNJK 

Standard 2.4.1) 
Range of Points 

for required documentation 

 
Classroom observations are not required for Head 

Start programs seeking Star 3 

Staff have attended minimum of 5 hours of 
training on selected research-based 

curriculum 
30-59 

 

Preschool classroom observations are not required 
for Head Start programs seeking Star 4 with CLASS 

observation average scores that meet the 
following thresholds: 

�x Emotional Support: 5.50 
�x Classroom Organization: 5.50 
�x Instructional Support: 2.65 

Head Start preschool classrooms that do not meet 
the thresholds above, and all Infant/Toddler 

classrooms require an ERS observation 

Average of 4.5 
No subscale below a 4.0 

Staff have attended minimum of 10 hours of 
training on selected research-based 

curriculum 
60-85 

 
Average of 5.0 

No subscale below a 4.25 

Staff have attended minimum of 20 hours of 
training on selected research-based 

curriculum 
86-100 


